Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/70085?status=a72091k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/70085?status=a72091k
 
Reviewer 1 Comments: 
Time in Video: 00:33-00:47
Comment: Mouse picked up near the end of the tail.
Suggested change: Delete the frames showing the mouse being picked up by the end of the tail.

Time in Video: 01:10
Comment: Anesthesia depth not confirmed.
Suggested change: Add to voiceover narration about anesthesia depth confirmation.

Time in Video: 1:13
Comment: Mouse not draped per Guidelines.
Suggested change: Add onscreen text: TXT: Drapes are omitted for demonstration purposes

Location in Text: NA
Comment: Euthanasia not described in text 
Suggested change: Describe euthanasia in the text.

Location in Text: Multiple instances
Comment: Confusing nomenclature in a number of instances: the topic of the presentation is assessment of a gingival barrier, but "maxilla", a bony structure, is used in a number of instances to refer to the gingiva of the hard palate. It is somewhat confusing.
Suggested change: The anatomical references should be corrected in the text.


Reviewer 2 Comments: 
Time in Video: -
Comment: The text mentions providing a heat source for the animal while under anesthesia, but this is not portrayed in the video. This is crucial for the welfare of the anesthetized animal. 
Suggested change: Clarify how heat support is provided to the animal in the video. 

Location in Text: 1.2.5 and Time in Video: 01:13
Comment: This anesthetic is not commonly used these days, particularly in countries where pharmaceutical grade compounds are expected to be used if available (and there are PG alternatives to Avertin). As such it may be better to add that other options as approved or recommended by the individual’s institution should be used rather than only stating what the authors used.
Suggested change: Change wording to ‘anesthetize mouse according to the recommended anesthetic protocols per your institution’. 

Location in Text: 1.3
Comment: There is no indication that antibiotic eye ointment is required. In order to reduce antibiotic resistance, eye lubricants with no antibiotic components should be used.
Suggested change: Apply eye lubricant to prevent corneal drying. 

Location in Text: 1.3 NOTE
Comment: The note is unnecessary and also is not helpful since there is no standard for what constitutes appropriate care. Also, since surgery is not part of this article, this is not necessary. 
Suggested change: Remove note. 

Location in Text: 1.4
Comment: This doesn’t make sense, since the surgery is not covered under this article. 
Suggested change: Remove this point. 

Location in Text: 1.6, and Location in Video: 01:40
Comment: There is no mention of euthanasia of the animal. After 30 minutes, many injectable anesthetics may start to wear off; as such, it is not appropriate at all to simply start tissue dissection without ensuring that the animal is either still completely at surgical anesthesia, or that it has been euthanized. Even if the animal is sufficiently anesthetized when the tissue is dissected, there must be some mention about how the animal is euthanized. While it stands to reason that the animal cannot survive once the maxilla has been removed, this is also not an immediate process, hence it does not meet the standards of humane euthanasia. 
Suggested change: Absolutely must ensure that the animal is either at the surgical plane of anesthesia (or provide additional anesthetics) or describe that the animal has been euthanized prior to tissue dissection. If there is a specific way the animal needs to be euthanized, that should be included. Describe how humane euthanasia is performed (before or after tissue collection). 

