Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/69714?status=a71720k
 
Video: https://review.jove.com/v/69714?status=a71720k
 
Reviewer 1 Comments: 
Time in Video: 01:37 and Location in Text: 1.3.1
Comment: “Confirm a surgical plane of anesthesia prior to starting surgery with appropriate monitoring (e.g., toe pinch).” This was not described in the manuscript or performed on the video.
Suggested change: Edit the text to add the details and mention it as onscreen text in the video.

Time in Video: 03:36-03:52
Comment: “Do not drag suture material over non-sterile surfaces while suturing wounds.” Used a drape for surgery, but the suture material was pulled across the skin and fur during abdominal wall and skin closure.
Suggested change: Remove footage that shows the suture material dragging on the fur.

Time in Video: 03:38
Comment: Narration says to anchor the implant to the body wall subcutaneously, but the implant is placed intraperitoneally.  
Suggested change: Modify narration to reflect the correct anatomic location (IP).

Location in Text: 1.2.2., 1.7.4., 2.1.1., 2.4.3.
Comment: Buprenorphine dose and frequency do not meet current veterinary standards.  See Tables 9 and 13 in the recent review Clinical Management of Pain in Rodents - PMC
Suggested change: Change protocol to recommend minimum dose and frequency in line with current literature, or address justification for low and infrequent dosing in text.

Location in text: 1.5.3. 
Comment: Tissue adhesive description does not include the 30-45 s wait time described as a model refinement in the discussion.
Suggested change: Modify this step to include observing the wait time.

Location in Text: 1.5.4.
Comment: Text says to “Anchor the implant body to the abdominal wall subcutaneously, slightly away from the incision site, by suturing the suture rib with non-absorbable sutures to ensure stability throughout the experiment.” 
· The implant is placed intraperitoneally, not subcutaneously.  
· The following verbiage is unclear: “…by suturing the suture rib with non-absorbable sutures to ensure…”
Suggested change: Modify to reflect the correct anatomic location and clarify the intent of “suturing the suture rib”.

Location in Text: 1.7.1. and 2.4.2.
Comment: Protocols describe parenteral antibiotic use, with the first doses being given after surgery. The current veterinary standard is to administer antibiotics pre-operatively.
Suggested change: Comment on why the initial dose of antibiotics is delayed in this model.

Location in Text: 2.4.3.
Comment: Post-operative care description does not reflect the use of alternative bedding or food provision. The video shows the post-SCI rat housed on paper towels (not conventional bedding) with food on the floor (not in a hopper). These are atypical husbandry practices in most institutions, but common supportive measures for SCI rodents.
Suggested change: Update this section to reflect on any husbandry modifications recommended/used for SCI rats.

Location in Text: 2.4.3.
Comment: This directs the reader to express bladders but does not comment on how often or for how long this is needed. I believe the correct spelling of this maneuver in humans is Credé.
Suggested change: Update to reflect recommendations for frequency and duration of bladder care. Confirm/correct the spelling/punctuation of Credé.

Reviewer 2 Comments: 
No comments on the text and video.
