Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/69119?status=a71125k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/69119?status=a71125k

Reviewer 1 Comments: 
Time in Video: 0:37-0:43
Comment: While audio states it’s a sterile surgical field, there’s no evidence that these instruments are sterile (e.g., came in an autoclaved pack). It’s possible, but this appears to be a clean field, not sterile.
Suggested change: Please clarify.

Time in Video: 1:00-1:06
Comment: Video states to clean surgical area once with povidone-iodine and twice with alcohol. Per JoVE guidelines and standard of care, “The surgical area must be disinfected several times in a circular motion with both an iodine-based or chlorhexidine-based scrub and alcohol.” 
Suggested change: Re-record statement. (It’s actually written correctly in the text.)

Time in Video: 1:24-3:00
Comment: Standard non-sterile nitrile gloves are being worn/used to manipulate areas within the surgical field. Use sterile tip technique or don sterile surgical gloves.
Suggested change: Please clarify if the gloves used are sterile.

Time in Video: 5:23-5:37
Comment: No surgical drape is used, and suture drags in surrounding fur.
Suggested change: Delete suturing segment.

Time in Video: 5:42-5:48
Comment: Anesthetized animal is returned to a recovery cage with a fully alert cage mate. Per JOVE guidelines “Do not return an anesthetized animal to the company of other animals until fully recovered.”
Suggested change: Delete this segment.

Time in Video: 5:49-5:55
Comment: Awake animal is being pinned against a countertop using chainmail glove. Use appropriate restraint for an awake animal to avoid unnecessary stress.
Suggested change: Delete this segment.

Time in Video: 5:56-6:07
Comment: Having a chilli-related bumper sticker in frame is unnecessary and unprofessional.
Suggested change: Crop the video frame so this is not visible.

Location in Text: 5.1
Comment: Text states to give 0.2ml meloxicam, as in video, w/ no dosage. Using an NSAID only (meloxicam) for a limb amputation does not provide appropriate analgesia.
Suggested change: Provide appropriate analgesic regimen and dose of meloxicam based on animal weight (mg/kg) instead of amount of drug only.

Reviewer 2 Comments: 
Time in Video:
Comment: The entire animal was visible in the video, which is not recommended by JOVE. This could have been accomplished using a sterile surgical drape, which was not used in the video. the surgical field was not draped, exposing the instruments and suture to surrounding unclipped fur.
Suggested change: Add onscreen text in the video: “Drapes are omitted for demonstration purposes” before the incision.

Time in Video: 1:00-1:06
Comment: Proper skin preparation (alternating 3X iodine and alcohol) and sterile surgical field were not maintained throughout the procedure. 
Suggested change: Modify the voiceover to mention alternating rounds of iodine and alcohol.

Time in Video: 5:42-5:48
Comment: Animal was returned to the cage with another rat before the animal was recovered and ambulatory. 
Suggested change: Delete this segment.

Location in Text: 5.1
Comment: Pre-operative and post-operative analgesia with only meloxicam is not sufficient given the surgical pain associated with this invasive surgery. There should have been the addition of an opiate with a local analgesic like bupivacaine to address localized pain at the incision sites.
Suggested change: Revise the analgesic regimen or provide justification for only using meloxicam and submit the IACUC-approved protocol that mentions this.

Location in Text: 5.1
Comment: Although I understand that this is a pain model, post-operative pain control was not maintained beyond 24 hours. Pain control should be extended up to 72 hours before follow-up experimentation. 
Suggested change: Please address the comment.

Location in Text: Not available
Comment: There was no description for the monitoring of the patient using heart and respiratory rate, mucous membrane color, blink reflex, temperature, or toe or tail pinch responsiveness. This monitoring is necessary with any surgical procedure. Use of eye ointment was not evident or described.
Suggested change: Include the missing details in the text.


