Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/68412?status=a70418k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/68412?status=a70418k


Reviewer 1 Comments: 
Time in Video: 3:32-3:40
Comment: JoVE animal use guidelines state not to use scissors to make a surgical incision.
Suggested change: Please clarify if this is acceptable at your institution. If unacceptable, delete this segment from the video and modify the voiceover accordingly.

Location in Text: 3. Recipient surgery
Comment: There is only a mention of meloxicam on POD 1-3 (step 4.2); I did not see a mention in the text of pain medication on the day of surgery (pre-operative).
Suggested change: Clarify if pain medication was given preoperatively.


Reviewer 2 Comments: 
Time in Video: 1:26 
Comment: The rat is not shaved and aseptically prepared, and there is no sterile drape covering the surgical field.  
Suggested change: Add text overlay about disinfecting the surgical field. Mention that drapes are omitted for demonstration purposes. Maintain sterility of the isolated grafts. 

Time in Video: 3:32-3:40 
Comment: The rat is not aseptically prepared. The incision goes to the edge of the hair; the shaving should be 150% of the surgical site. There is no sterile drape covering the surgical field. The paw withdrawal reflex was not assessed prior to making the incision. 
Suggested change: Add text overlay about complete aseptic preparation. Mention that drapes are omitted for demonstration purposes. 

Time in Video: 4:50 
Comment: Are the damp gauze and ice used sterilely?   
Suggested change: Voiceover should state sterile gauze and ice.  

Time in Video: 6:10 
Comment: The video shows and describes the rotation of the rat, but it does not mention moving the isoflurane nose cone and anesthesia.    
Suggested change: Add a text overlay to the video mentioning moving the rat along with the isoflurane nose cone.  

Location in Text: 1.2 NOTE
Comment: “If needed, apply vet ointment”. Applying ophthalmic ointment is a must procedure and not optional.
Suggested change: Change to “Apply ophthalmic ointment to the eyes after confirming anesthetic plane.”

Location in Text: 1.3
Comment: “Perform 8 cm midline incision….”. The text should mention shaving, aseptic preparation, and evaluating paw withdrawal before any incision procedure.
Suggested change: “Aseptically prepare the rat, confirm a surgical plane of anesthesia, and then perform an 8 cm midline incision.”

Location in Text: 3. Recipient surgery
Comment: Pre-operative analgesics are not mentioned in the recipient surgery. Meloxicam is discussed post-operatively (Step 4.2), but for major abdominal surgery, expect that a pre-operative analgesic will be given. 
Suggested change: Add pre-operative analgesic given or state provide pre-operative analgesic as approved by IACUC protocol.  

Location in Text: 3.5
Comment: Mentions to rotate the rat without the anesthetic nose cone. 
Suggested change: The text should state that the rat and the anesthetic nose cone should be rotated. 

Location in Text: 3.7
Comment: Wrap the graft in cold, damp gauze and apply ice 
Suggested change: Add to the text that it is sterile gauze and ice. 

Location in Text: 3.15.1
Comment: Wound closure 
Suggested change: The text should state that the linea alba and skin should be closed separately.  

