Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/68391?status=a70397k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/68391?status=a70397k


Reviewer 1 Comments: 
There are no issues with animal health and welfare. The lab does a very good job describing and showing how the chamber is cleaned between animals. This cleaning is critical to avoid scents between animals utilizing the chamber. However, some other comments on other aspects may require edits.
Time in Video: 4:15 – 4:25
Comment: 
1) I can see that the control olfactory petri dish is in place during cleaning. Maybe it is important to remove this control dish during cleaning to avoid accidentally spraying the control dish with the disinfectant, as this could affect study outcomes? 
2) As mouse tails can swipe against the chamber walls, I recommend clearly stating that the floor and at least the low wall areas of the chamber should be thoroughly cleaned. 
3) Is removing the control also advised to refresh the control filter paper, as potentially the control paper odor may wane over time? Should it also be refreshed when the experimental petri dish filter papers are refreshed with a new odor?

Suggested changes: If the above comment applies, 
1) If possible, the video frame from 04:18 to 04:25 can be cropped to the left so that the control dish is not visible in the frame. 
2) A short text overlay stating that all olfactory test petri dishes should be removed during chamber cleaning can be added to the video. One more text overlay may be added to mention wiping the low wall areas of the chamber.
3) If refreshing the control filter paper is also necessary, add a short text overlay for that.

Location in Text: Protocol overview section
Comment: I am curious why the study involved two different substrains of C57BL/6 mice.   Substrains undergo genetic drift over time, resulting in a different mouse, which could impact study outcomes. If there is any comparison between the UCMS and CORT models, it is advised to work with the same substrain from the same vendor. The large commercial vendors offer genetic stability programs that ensure genetic consistency across the strain. If the UCMS and CORT models are compared against their own controls, the control animals should be the same C57BL/6 substrain.
Suggested change: If applicable, please clarify the rationale at an appropriate place in the text.

Location in Text: Habituation and Testing Phases
Comment: Stress the importance of cleaning the arena with a facility disinfectant between sessions to ensure there are no animal odors that could impact study outcomes.  This is mentioned in Testing Phase step 3.2.5, but it is good to provide a bit more information as to why this cleaning is important. This is even more important when testing between male and female mice.
In Habituation Phase step 2.4.3, other mouse odors could impact the time spent in each zone, so this is a good time to stress the importance of cleaning between animals so that animals are not excluded from the study because of lingering mouse scents in the different zones if the arena is not adequately cleaned.
Suggested change: Add a note about why this cleaning is important.


Reviewer 2 Comments: 
No comments on the text and video
