Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/68307?status=a70313k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/68307?status=a70313k


Reviewer 1 Comments: 
No comments on the text and video

Reviewer 2 Comments: 
Time in Video: 1:55 – 3:35
Comment: Lack of appropriate sterile technique. A larger area of fur should be clipped around the incision site. No aseptic prep was shown. The surgical field is not properly draped. The surgeon’s hands touch multiple nonsterile items (blanket with hair, knobs on stereotaxic frame, animal’s hair/whiskers) prior to handling the sterile suture.
Suggested change: Refilm the surgery video.
NOTE from JoVE: We can provide further instructions if you would like to proceed with refilming.

Time in Video: 1:55 – 3:55
Comment: All steps are not included in the video (although described in the text). Include a description or reference to the text for the following steps of the procedure: lubricating eyes, confirmation of anesthetic plane prior to surgical incision, analgesia provided pre-/post-op, aseptic preparation of surgical site (clipping fur and scrubbing with antiseptic), and use of sterile instruments.
Suggested change: Add short onscreen text overlays for these steps.

Location in Text: 3.3.7
Comment: Fur is clipped after the rat is restrained at the surgical location. Fur is clipped using scissors, which may be dangerous and unlikely to get rid of enough fur.
Suggested change: Edit the text to use electric clippers or depilatory cream. Remove the fur prior to placing the animal in the surgical area, or properly drape the animal to prevent fur from contaminating the surgeon's gloves/instruments and the incision site.

Location in Text: 3. 4.2
Comment: Draping the surgical site is not described.
Suggested change: Edit the text to add a sterile surgical drape prior to the surgical incision.

Location in Text: 3.4-6-14
Comment: Describes the surgeon touching non-sterile items (knobs of stereotaxic frame) without addressing how the surgeon maintains sterility.
Suggested change: Address how sterility is maintained. Are knobs covered with sterile material prior to touching?

Location in Text: 3.5.7
Comment: Animals are housed post-op for 24 hours. Generally, single-housing social species is avoided whenever possible. 
Suggested change: Consider adding a note on alternative options to sutures (skin glue, skin staples) that may eliminate the need for single housing.

Location in Text: 3.5
Comment: Post-operative suture removal is not described.
Suggested change: Suture removal should occur 10-14 days post-op.

