Please review the veterinary concerns outlined below and address them through either video edits (via on-screen text or narration changes) or text manuscript edits.

· For text edits, please download the PDF from the text article link provided below, insert your suggested changes as comments, and return the annotated file to us.

· For video edits, we only require your approval/requested information. The JoVE editing team will implement the necessary revisions.

Links to the article:

Text: https://review.jove.com/t/67740?status=a69746k

Video: https://review.jove.com/v/67740?status=a69746k


Reviewer 1 Comments: 
Time in Video: 1:10 and 3:55, and Location in Text: 2.1 and 6.1
Comment: A local pre-emptive anesthetic administered subcutaneously at the incision sites is not mentioned. Giving bupivacaine before the pain stimulus may allow for a reduction of the MAC (amount of Sevoflurane) needed to keep the rabbit kit anesthetized during the surgical procedure. Subsequently, this could hasten recovery. 
Suggested change: Consider adding in the text a local anesthetic (bupivacaine) subcutaneously to the length of the incisions, five minutes prior to making the incision. Add a short text overlay to the video.

Location in Text: 6.5
Comment: SPO2 will drop if the airway is occluded. 
Suggested change: Please add in the text that a significant drop in SPO2 may indicate airway occlusion. 

Location in Text: 6.6
Comment: Will the screws penetrate the full thickness of the skull, and will they touch the brain? Adding the thickness of the rabbit kit skull at his location and age would be more precise and would help prevent placing the screws further than necessary and avoid impacting the brain surface. 
Suggested change: Please add the required details in the text.

Location in Text: 6.12
Comment: The animals tend to groom out or chew at any suture material that protrudes above the skin. To attract less attention from the rabbits, it is recommended that all sutures be placed subcuticular. In some cases, Tegaderm, a jacket, or an Elizabethan collar may be necessary to prevent suture damage. Notably, these may not be necessary or feasible for nursing rabbits. 
Suggested change: If applicable, add a note in the text.

Location in Text: 6.13
Comment: Covering each incision with skin glue is unnecessary if the incision is sutured adequately. I have seen cases where glue around the incision may be causing the animal to groom or chew at the incision, causing irritation when it removes the glue. A strategic drop of skin glue can be used in small openings that are too small to place a suture. 
Suggested change: If applicable, remove the mention of glue application from the text.


Reviewer 2 Comments: 
Location in Text: 1.2
Comment: Sterilization of surgical materials “(as possible)” is unacceptable for surgery. 
Suggested change: Please clarify what could not be sterilized for additional review. 

Location in Text: Protocol 2.4
Comment: Oxygen saturation reaching as low as 85% is unacceptable and should be at least 95%.
Suggested change: Please correct it in the text.

Location in Text: 3.1
Comment: The anatomic site of the incision can be more clearly described. It is unclear how cranial or caudal the incision is. 
Suggested change: Although the location of the linea alba is stated, I recommend stating where the incision should be along the abdomen.  



Location in Text: Discussion, first paragraph
Comment: LMA is not defined.
Suggested change: Please define LMA.

Location in Text: Discussion, third paragraph
Comment: I believe that stating that “the success of the protocol is obvious” is an overinterpretation, given that 4 rabbits did not make it to endpoint. This is not to take away the value of your great work, which is excellent. 
Suggested change: I recommend removing that statement.

Location in Text: Discussion, third paragraph
Comment: It is stated that animals gained weight, had normal activity, and lacked pain. However, data to support these are not described in the results. 
Suggested change: Consider editing the text to reflect the presented data accurately. 


