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In the 1970’s, 
highest plankton 
abundance (the 

peak) was in 
February.

_____________________

13 mg chl m-3

The lowest 
abundance (the 

trough) occurred in 
May.

___________________

8 mg chl m-3

In the 1990’s, 
there were very 

few blooms in the 
winter.

_____________________

5 mg chl m-3

The lowest plankton 
abundance still 

occurred in May.
_____________________

4 mg chl m-3

The largest bloom in 
the 1990’s was 33% 

smaller than
the 1970’s.

_____________________

9 mg chl m-3 

The largest blooms 
happened during 

summer.
__________________

15 mg chl m-3

The lowest 
plankton abundance 

continues to be in 
the month of May. 

_____________________

5 mg chl m-3

Today, the winter 
plankton bloom 

happens five weeks 
earlier than in the 

1970’s. 
_____________________

9 mg chl m-3

The summer 
plankton bloom now 

takes place four 
weeks later than in 

the 1970’s. 
_____________________

9 mg chl m-3

1970’s 1990’s 2010’s
WINTER SPRING FALLSUMMER WINTER SPRING FALLSUMMER WINTER SPRING FALLSUMMER


