Reviewers' comments:
Reviewer #1: 
Manuscript Summary:
This manuscript illustrates a detailed step-by-step protocols for the exclusive endoscopic removal of epitympanic cholesteatoma.

Major Concerns:
1. The authors claimed that different techniques for cholesteatoma dissection and bone removal for epitympanectomy were introduced. However, some essential techniques such as the underwater technique and scutum reconstruction methods need more detailed description.
Thank you for this comment. Underwater technique and scutum reconstruction were described in more detail in L141-145 and L177-178.

2. The indications for the endoscopic cholesteatoma surgery also need to be demonstrated. This may be important for the audiences, especially for exclusive endoscopic cholesteatoma surgery. Moreover, intra-operative complications and the treatment methods need to be introduced, which are vital for the surgeons.
Thank you for this recommendation. The information was added in L254-259 and L265-267.

Minor Concerns:
None.


Reviewer #2: 
Manuscript Summary:
Overall the manuscript is well written.
Thank you very much for your appreciation.

Minor Concerns:
In Protocol section:
Line 92 I think it is better to mention inspection of tympanic membrane and attic region as well, rather than just tympanic membrane only.
Done as suggested.

Line 95 As you have mentioned about the ways of hemostasis using bipolar/monopolar, hemostasis can also be controlled using RF cautery.
Amended as suggested.

Line 102 to 104, Along with the careful evaluation of anterior epitympanum, careful dissection of cholesteatoma involving the middle ear, Incudostapedial, and the stapedial area is also required especially in cases where the ossicular chain is intact.
Thank you for this comment. The information was supplemented in L122-123.

Techniques of atticotomy:
Atticotomy can be done by drill, curette, piezo as mentioned in the manuscript. But, it can also be done using a chisel and hammer and by using the ultrasonic bone curette (UBC). This would be better to mention in the protocol or in discussion as one of the aims of this manuscript is to mention different techniques of cholesteatoma dissection.
Thank you for this recommendation. The phrasing ultrasonic device was used instead of piezoelectric devices and chisel and hammer were added in L136-137.

5.1. Harvest a large piece of tragal cartilage with perichondrium on both sides for scutum and possible ossicular chain or tympanic membrane reconstruction ---> not clear statement
also not mentioned about the graft temporalis fascia
Done as suggested. The phrasing was revised in L174-182.
