1. Please define HG in the manuscript text. Does this mean High Glucose?
Response: High glucose (HG). 
The information has been described in full the first time it appears, followed immediately by the abbreviation in parentheses. You can find that in ABSTRACT in the revised manuscript. The abbreviation was used from that point on. Thank you very much. 

2. As the results of the study were obtained using TUNEL assay, it has been included in the protocol steps. Please check if the details are correct. As the steps are not detailed, we have not highlighted them for filming. In case you wish to film this section of the protocol, please add more details to the steps and then highlight it in yellow. Else, you can leave it as is. 
Response: The following information has been described in the revised manuscript. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]TUNEL assay

NOTE: Cell apoptosis in tendon tissue was analysed using a TUNEL assay kit according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

1.1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK132][bookmark: OLE_LINK137]Paraffin-embedded foot tendon tissues were cut into 6 µm-thick sections.
1.2. De-paraffinize in xylene and rehydrate in a graded series of ethanol.
1.3. After immersing with 3% hydrogen peroxide at room temperature, sections were incubated with TUNEL raction maxture for 1 h at 37 °C. 
1.4. Counterstain the nuclei using DAPI. Observed the stained cells under a fluorescence microscope and determine the percentage of TUNEL-positive cells.


