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Manuscript Summary:
The authors described a protocol for chronic spinal cord compressive injury model

Major Concerns:
nil

Minor Concerns:
In the introduction part, the authors shall highlight the clinical significance of this experimental endeavour. Below are two relevant clinical research that might help the authors to formulate the clinical needs for this experimental model.

Wen CY, Liu HS, Cui JL, Mak KC, Cheung WY, Hu Y, Luk DK. Is Diffusion Anisotropy A Biomarker for Disease Severity and Surgical Prognosis of Cervical Spondylotic Myelopathy? Radiology 2014 Jan; 270(1):197-204.
Wen CY, Cui JL, Mak KC, Luk DK, Hu Y. Diffusion Tensor Imaging of Somatosensory Tract in Cervical Spondylotic Myelopathy and Its Link with Electrophysiological Evaluation. Spine J 2014 Aug 1;14(8):1493-500.

Based on this experimental model, the in-depth research could be conducted to provide the insight into the underlying mechanism. Below is one of examples for the authors to discuss although no additional immunostaining could be provided at this moment.

Long HQ, Li GS, Hu Y, Wen CY, Xie WH. HIF-1α/VEGF signaling pathway may play a dual role in secondary pathogenesis of cervical myelopathy. Med Hypotheses. 2012 Jul; 79(1): 82-4.

Reply: Thank you for your suggestions. These articles are important to support our introduction. We have added them as references in the revised manuscript.
