Dear Editors, 

We thank the reviewers for their careful review and comments.  We have made the following revisions to the manuscript to address their concerns:

Editorial comments

1. The manuscript was carefully re-read and minor errors of grammar and spelling were corrected.
2. Email addresses for all co-authors were added to the beginning of the manuscript per the template provided online. 
3. All uses of "you" and "we" were removed and these sentences appropriately revised. 
4. The list of required materials (lines 78-88) was removed in the manuscript and are included in the Table of Materials.
5. All uses of n.b. were replaced with "NOTE:" and the numbered step formatting was removed. 
6. Line 102 (now line 100): because the device in question is a benchtop orbital shaker and not a centrifuge, we felt conversion to centrifugal force (x g) would be potentially confusing to the reader. This line was rephrased to say " .... agitate gently for 1 h" as the exact speed of the rotational shaker is less important than ensuring that there is no damage or mess created by excessively high speeds of agitation. 
7. Line 103 (now Line 103): Exact speed in centrifugal force and temperature of centrifugation have been provided as requested.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Line 119 (now Line 123): Further details of flash-freezing have been provided, as requested. 
9. Line 211 (now Line 224 As requested, language regarding the centifugal filter column has been clarified and the abbreviation for molecular weight cut off (MWCO) was defined in its first use (Line 136). All other instances of this language were edited in this fashion as well. 
10.  As requested, the recipes for the necessary solutions have been removed from the protocol section and instead included as tables (Table 1 and Table 2). Similarly, discussion of how to image the gel has been moved to the Discussion section, as this step will vary according to the imaging means available to the reader and thus cannot be readily broken down into action items. 
11. A one-line space was added between each step of the protocol, and discussion of the figures was moved to representative results as requested. Additionally, approximately three pages of the protocol were highlighted which we believe showcase the steps best suited for videography.  
12. Figure legends now contain only short descriptions of the data and other information necessary for their interpretation.  
13. In-text citations are now formatted as superscripts
14. References are now listed in the requested format. 
15. Titles and figure legends have been removed from the uploaded figures 
16. The materials list has been sorted alphabetically. 

Reviewer's comments 

Reviewer 1: 
None requested. 

Reviewer 2: 
1. Line 49 : "change" has been modified to "chain" and the word "charge" was added to this sentence as suggested. 
2. Line 193 (now line 227): "30m" has been changed to "30 min" as suggested. 
3. Dimensions of the gel casting system were provided in a note for clarity. 
4. A brief discussion of an alternative approach to staining hyaluronic acid was added to the paragraph as suggested by this reviewer. 

Reviewer 3: 
None requested. 

We thank the reviewers for their suggestions and kind words. 

