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(2-3 days)
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Dehydration and paraffin embedding 
(2 days)

Imaging 
(10-30 min / sample)

2D Analysis : 
(10-60 min/

analysis)

Optional 
step

Slide scanner or 
upright microscope
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3D Whole-
mount staining
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Gel 
Formation

Large (>400 µm)  
1x PBS

Sectioning
(1 h / sample)

1x PBS
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1x TBS 
Small (100 - 400 µm)

Maximum penetration depth 
of confocal microscopy 
is limited to ~65 µm ;

~175 µm (with optical clearing)!




