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	Q1
	Manuscript Summary:
This is a very interesting and well thought out methods. Harvesting and culturing a whole intervertebral disc has certain challenges with the authors have identified clearly. Swelling is a considerable issue with disc culture which the authors have identified and incorporated into the model.

They have correctly identified that needle injection can lead to a prior inflammatory cascade as well and have used the smallest needle possible and injected at a very slow controlled rate.
This manuscript is ready for publication as there with no changes. The authors should be commended on their excellent job.

Major Concerns:
None

Minor Concerns:
None
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