[image: C:\Users\aric15\Desktop\LSU.jpg]  
School of Medicine
Department of Surgery 

Frank H. Lau, MD, FACS
Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery
1542 Tulane Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70112
504 412 1240
flau@lsuhsc.edu

September 1, 2020

Ronald Myers, Ph.D.
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Dear Dr. Myers,

I am pleased to submit an Original Article entitled, “A Microphysiological System for Modeling Breast Cancer in Human Breast Tissue” for consideration in Journal of Visualized Experiments. In this manuscript, we describe a new protocol for setting up an in vitro microphysiological system for studying breast cancer using healthy primary human breast tissue. The key highlights of our system are:

· Inclusion of native elements of the breast tissue such as mature human primary adipocytes, stromal cells, and extracellular matrix
· Recapitulates the crosstalk between breast cancer cells and the adipocytes such as metabolic crosstalk
· Stability of the in vitro model system up to 2 weeks in culture

[bookmark: _GoBack]We believe this manuscript is an excellent fit for Journal of Visualized Experiments because it introduces a novel method for studying breast cancer in its native tissue microenvironment. Furthermore, this system includes several key features that previous model systems lacked such as inclusion of mature adipocytes, native extracellular matrix, immune cells, and stability in culture for weeks at a time. As such, we believe this manuscript will be of great interest to your readership.

Our manuscript has not been previously published and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, and we have no conflicts of interest to disclose.  If you feel that our manuscript is appropriate for your journal, we look forward to working with your editorial team to prepare this work for publication.  Thank you for your time and consideration.


Sincerely,



Frank H. Lau, MD, FACS
1542 Tulane Avenue  [image: ] New Orleans, Louisiana 70112
Office 504-568-4750 [image: ]  Fax 504-568-4633  [image: ] www.lsuhsc.edu		
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