SECONDs administration guidelines: A fast tool to assess consciousness in brain-injured patients

RESPONSE TO EDITORS

We thank the editors for their further comments on our revised manuscript. We have considered and addressed the remaining two comments in our attached revised manuscript.

1. The section 5.4 of the protocol has been rephrased to avoid the ambiguity in the scoring guidelines of the “communication” item.
2. An additional table (Table 2) has been added to provide an overview of the results from the validation study of the SECONDs.
Additionally, we have noted that the editors have performed some layout changes to the manuscript, to better fit editorial guidelines. We agree with most of these changes but we would strongly appreciate if the numeration of the items could be kept in letters (A-H) rather than numbers. This was carefully decided to avoid any confusion with the score of the scale, which ranges from 0 to 8 but does not directly correspond to the order of items. This numeration system is also used in Figure 1 and in the validation article, therefore we request that you change back to the numeration system used in the previous version of the manuscript, if that can fit editorial guidelines. Thank you very much for your understanding.

With our respectful regards,

Leandro Sanz
[bookmark: _GoBack]on behalf of all co-authors
