
Rebuttal Letter

Jaydev Upponi, Ph.D.
A Novel Method for Specimen Collection and Analysis of the Duodenal Microbiome
Journal of Visualized Experiments
 
Dear Dr. Upponi,

We would like to thank our reviewers and editor for the time they spent providing us with valuable feedback on our manuscript entitled, “A Novel Method for Specimen Collection and Analysis of the Duodenal Microbiome.” We have gone through the comments carefully and adapted the manuscript to address your comments and concerns. Please see below an item-by-item response to the comments from our reviewers and editor:

1. Please revise the highlighting of the protocol to be under 3 pages. This is a hard production limit to ensure that videography can occur in a single day. I would suggest not highlighting step 8. If step 8 is to be filmed, we need explicit user input commands on how to perform these steps: File | Save | etc. or run xxx -x, etc. We have revised the highlighted sections to focus on specimen procurement, and the initial DNA extraction portion of the protocol.
2. References 31 and 32 and not cited in the written manuscript but are included in the References. Please revise. References 31 and 32 have been added as citations in the final paragraph of the discussion. 
3. The Food Questionaire: Is this file required in the submission or will a citation suffice? If the file is included, please provide copyright permissions from Viocare. We have reviewed and believe the citation will suffice. We have removed the file from the supplemental materials.
4. Please remove the Zymo Research product manual as a citation would suffice in the written manuscript. We have removed the Zymo Research product manual from the supplemental materials and cited this protocol within the written manuscript.


We hope you find our manuscript suitable for publication and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
 
Shehnaz K. Hussain, PhD, ScM
Department of Medicine, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
700 N. San Vicente Blvd, Pacific Design Center G599
West Hollywood, CA 90069
Tel./Fax: 310-429-9859
Email: shehnaz.hussain@cshs.org
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