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Ke-qing Zhao M.D., Ph.D.

Division of Rhinology and Sinus Surgery

Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery

Eye & ENT Hospital, School of Shanghai Medicine, Fudan University
We are submitting a revised version of our manuscript with the title of “Combined Endoscopic and Transoral Approach for Total Maxillectomy” (JoVE61785R1). We would like to thank the editor and the reviewers for their insightful comments and have addressed their critiques in the revised manuscript.  All changes are highlighted with blue text. Below are our point-to-point responses to the reviewers’ comments or questions.
Editorial comments:
1. Title made concise. Please check and approve. The manuscript needs a thorough proofreading. 

R:  Thanks for your editing, the new title is better than the old one. Following the editor’s suggestion, we have proofread the manuscript.

2. Reworded please check.
R:  Thanks for your editing, we have checked the revised sentence.

3. Reworded please check. What was performed? Please bring out clarity.
R:  Thanks for your editing, we have checked the revised sentence. Following the editor’s suggestion, we have revised lines 30-32 in the original version.
4. Anesthesia steps cannot be filmed.
R:  Thanks for your reminding.
5. How is this done? 

R:  Thanks for your question. we have revised the sentence to show the sterilization step (Line 84).

6. 
Notes cannot be filmed. 

R:  Thanks for your reminding.

7. How do you identify this? 

R:  Thanks for your question. We identified if the infraorbital nerve was involved by the tumor based on the MRI and CT scan pre-surgery and confirmed it in the surgery.
8. How do you visually identify these?
R:  Thanks for your question. After we wiped off the anterior bony wall of the maxilla, we will see the periostea and mucosa under it. The periostea and mucosa should be very obvious if it is not involved by the tumor. 

9. As we are a methods journal, please ensure that the Discussion explicitly cover the following in detail in 3-6 paragraphs with citations:

a) Critical steps within the protocol

b) Any modifications and troubleshooting of the technique

c) Any limitations of the technique

d) The significance with respect to existing methods

e) Any future applications of the technique

Some of the details as currently written can be moved to the introduction section. 

R:  According to your suggestion. We have revised the introduction and the discussion. 

Reviewers' comments:
Reviewer #5:
Minor Concerns:
The advantages of this approach are well described in the text, but in my opinion, the possible limitations, disadvantages and contraindications are not sufficiently discussed. Only a brief listing of these issues would increase the quality of the work.

R:  Thanks for your reminding. We added the sentences of “One of the disadvantages of the combined endoscopic and transoral approach is it limited the transplantation of the pedicle flap the surgical area” (Line 277-278) and “However, the facial incision should be performed, If the tumor has invaded the facial skin, which is the contraindication of the combined approach” (298-300) in the discussion section to describe the limitation, disadvantage and contraindication of the combined approach.
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