
		
Supplementary File 2. Periodic-acid Schiff tissue staining protocol

S2.1 Warm both periodic acid and Schiff’s Solution to room temperature prior to use.

S2.2 Clear sections in histolene for 5 minutes and repeat once in fresh histolene. Rehydrate tissue sections using a graded series of ethanol, including 2 x 2 minutes in 100% ethanol, followed by 2 x 2 minutes in 70% ethanol. Wash tissues in distilled water for 2 minutes. 

S2.3 Transfer slides to Periodic Acid for 5 minutes, followed by a 5-minute wash in distilled water.

S2.4 Transfer slides to Schiff’s Reagent for 10 minutes and then follow by washing slides under running tap water, or changing water until the color turns pink.

S2.5 Counterstain tissues in Mayer’s Haematoxylin for 5 minutes, then rinse using distilled water.

S2.6 Dip the slides in Acid Alcohol (containing 70% ethanol and HCl), then remove immediately and transfer to distilled water.

S2.7 Transfer the slides to Scott’s tap water for 1 minute, then rinse in distilled water for 5 minutes.

S2.8 Move the slides through fresh solutions of 70% ethanol (2 x 2 minutes), then 100% ethanol (2 x 2 minutes), and finally histolene (2 x 3 minutes), before securing a glass coverslip and DPX.
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