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January 23, 2021
Attn: Nam Nguyen, Ph.D.

Manager of Review

Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE)

JoVE61763

Title: A complex diving-for-food task to investigative social organization and interactions in rats
Dear Dr. Nguyen,

Please find attached a revised version of the manuscript JoVE61763. In this revised manuscript, we have taken into consideration all the valuable and relevant comments of the reviewers.  The authors’ responses to reviewers’ suggestions below are in bold font, and the requested edits are highlighted in the revised manuscript. 

On behalf of the authors, I would like to express our sincere appreciation for the reviewers’ and editor’s feedback and suggestions. We sincerely hope that this revised manuscript is now suitable for publication in JoVE.

We thank you and the reviewers for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Matthew Boyko, PhD
Soroka University Medical Center and the Faculty of Health Sciences
Beer Sheva, Israel
[Editorial and production comments]:
Changes to be made by the Author(s) regarding the written manuscript:
1. Vet Comment:
Mention the water temperature and that rats should be manually towel dried or have access to a heat source until dry and before placing them back in their regular housing to avoid hypothermia.
This now been included in the revision. 


2.
Changes to be made by the Author(s) regarding the video:
1. Vet Comment:
• Handler restrains rat rather loosely, with a towel, rat does not look secure even though the researcher looks comfortable. The researcher gives the IP injection without a quick check (negative pressure) on the syringe to determine that the researcher isn’t injecting the bladder or intestine – if negative pressure gives slight resistance, that is good. If negative pressure gives yellow or brown or red fluid, that indicates placement of the needle is incorrect and the needle should be withdrawn immediately and the process restarted with a new needle and uncontaminated syringe. The restraint is also unusual and not secure/possibly dangerous for the handler and the animal. Animal could be dropped or could squirm out, escape, fall, or react with a bite.

This has now been changed in the video. 


2. Video & Audio Editing:
• 00:10 The interview audio is a little out of sync with the video. Try to slide the audio so that the speaker's mouth matches the audio.
• Please bring down the volume by 3 dB. Audio level peaks should be around -9 dB.

These changes have been made in the revised video. 

Please upload a revised high-resolution video here:
https://www.dropbox.com/request/ctiOc39gb6G3MIUEtkdk?oref=e
We will upload a revised high-resolution video using that link.

[Reviewer #2]:
I still believe that the cumbersome and time-consuming procedure described here is of little help for testing new treatments for anxiety-depressive diseases or for assessing "the relationship between a wide range of mental illnesses and social organization". However, exaggerated claims are not unusual in science. Otherwise, the manuscript has improved, although there are some typos left.
I have no further comments.
The authors would like to thank this reviewer for their valuable comments. The wording has now been revised to smoothen the claims of the manuscript. The manuscript has also been thoroughly revisited for corrections of grammatical errors or typos by a professional English editor. 


[Reviewer #3]:
Major Concerns:
Although the Authors addressed most of the points raised by this reviewer and the MS has been surely impoved, the more important one still stands. Actually, I am still concerned with their claims that the protocol has been tested in animals that they made depressed (and then treated with the antidepressant imipramine) by using the Chronic Mild Stress paradigm. Accordingly, and as already noted in the first round of revisions, only the sucrose test has been performed to validate the model, which is a test for assessing anedonia, just only one of the features of depression-like states. Based on these key limitations it is quite hard to sustain that these rats are "truly" depressed. I would suggest the Authors to avoid any reference to depression or at least substantially smoothen their claims.

Thank you for your valuable feedback. As noted above, we have extensively rephrased the text to smoothen the claims of the manuscript. 
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