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Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Department of Medicine 
Division of Infectious Diseases
181 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115-5804 USA
Tel: 617 525-2268, Fax: 617 525-25101 | E-mail: mgadjeva@rics.bwh.harvard.edu
Mihaela Gadjeva, Ph.D.					Wednesday, May 20, 2020
Assistant Professor in Medicine


Dear Dr. Marquart

Thank you for inviting us to submit a paper for the Jove methods collection, “Models to study ocular infectious diseases”.  Our contribution is entitled “Method for conjunctival commensal isolation and identification in mice”.  It incorporates a methodology describing an approach to identify commensal organisms from conjunctival tissues. We believe that this approach will help to answer the question of whether there is a local ocular commensal community and define their identities.

Potential reviewers for our manuscript are: 

Dr. Alison McDermott (alison.mcdermott@northumbria.ac.uk; University of Northumbria), 

Dr. Noorjahan Panjwani (noorjahan.panjwani@tufts.edu; Tufts University) 

Dr. Elisabeth Fini (mefini@tuftsmedicalcenter.org; Tufts University)

Dr. Suzanne Fleiszig (fleiszig@berkeley.edu; University of California Bearkley)


Please understand that due to laboratory closure caused by Covid-19, photos and videos of the technique were not possible to include. We would like to reserve the right to amend those to the paper when we open


We state that we have no previous contact with the journal regarding this submission and we declare that this manuscript is original, has not been published before and is currently not considered for publication elsewhere. We know of no conflicts of interest associated with this publication and there has been no significant financial support for this work that could have influenced its outcome. As Corresponding Author, I confirm that the manuscript has been read and approved for submission by all the named authors. 

We hope you find our manuscript suitable for publication and look forward to hearing from you in due course. Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mihaela Gadjeva
Department of Medicine 
Division of Infectious Diseases
181 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115-5804 USA
Tel: 617 525-2268, Fax: 617 525-2510 | E-mail: mgadjeva@rics.bwh.harvard.edu
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