Dear Dr. Bajaj.
Review Editor
Journal of Visual Experiments

I would like to sincerely thank you for your willingness to extend the deadline for the revision and resubmission of our manuscript.  We found the comments and feedback from you and the reviewers very relevant and highly helpful and we used them as guidance to improve the presentation of our manuscript. In summary, we made our best efforts to address the concerns and recommendation made by the reviewers by: 1) making all the suggested changes in the manuscript, 2) adding a new video, 3) revising figure 2, and 4) adding a new figure that includes a graph comparing microglia enumeration with the method described in our paper and conventional retinal flat mount preparation. Also, we made our sincere efforts to acknowledge and cite the most relevant publications in the field in the revised manuscript. Thus, we believe that our revised manuscript has effectively addressed the key concerns and recommendations stated by the reviewers. We agree with the first reviewer’s comment that similar methods for intact whole retina imaging have been published over the last few years, however, we strongly believe that our method addresses some of the key shortcomings in the previously described methods and has merit for publication since currently a video paper describing intact whole eye preparation and imaging is lacking.  In this regard, our publishing our methodology along with video would address this gap in the current literature.  
Please find in the rebuttal letter our point-by-point response to the comments and recommendations expressed by the editorial team as well as the reviewers. After revaluating our manuscript, please let me know if additional clarifications or changes are needed to make our revised manuscript suitable for publication in the Journal of Visual Experiments.

Sincerely,
Massoud Motamedi, PhD
Charles H. and Mary Campbell Professor in Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences
Vice Chair for Research, Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences
The University of Texas Medical Branch
301 University Boulevard
Galveston, TX  77555-0625
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