
Editorial comments:
1. The editor has formatted the manuscript to match the journal's style. Please retain and use the attached version for revision.
Response: Many thanks.
2. Please address all the specific comments marked in the manuscript.
Response: Finished.
3. Once done please ensure that the highlight is no more than 2.75 pages including headings and spacings.
Response: Finished.

Reviewers' comments:
Reviewer #1:
Major Concerns:
1. This novel Q suture could be as an additional suture to core suture. Stating Q peripheral suture would be inappropriate as the suture involves in piercing tendon anteroposteriorly (through the tendon). Peripheral suture doesn't involve in suturing through the tendon, it is placed at epitendinous. the Q suture, in my opinion, could not be categorized into peripheral suture.
Response: We totally agree with you that the Q suture should not be categorized into peripheral suture. We have made the relevant revisions in the Abstract section. 
2. IF this journal is to be accepted, I would suggest that the aim of this study is to evaluate alternative Q suture to peripheral suture in flexor tendon repair, instead of Q suture technique as new peripheral suture.
Response: Revised as suggested.

Reviewer #2:
Manuscript Summary:
by adding "flexor tendons" make the concern is more clearly.
Response: Many thanks.
Major Concerns:
The Authors need to explain, why they were placing the suture only at anterior site, not contra laterally?
Response: The medial-lateral diameter of tendon is larger than anterior-posterior diameter. Therefore, placing the Q suture at anterior site is easier to perform and could accomplish a better end-to-end apposition of injured tendon.
Minor Concerns:
The author need to present a picture of the Q suture as it is a new technique in flexor tendon repair
[bookmark: _GoBack]Response: In a previous study, we have presented the illustration of Q suture. (Mao, W. F. & Wu, Y. F. Effects of a Q Suture Technique on Resistance to Gap Formation and Tensile Strength of Repaired Tendons: An Ex Vivo Mechanical Study. Journal of Hand Surgery - American volume. 45 (3), 258 e251-258 e257, (2020)).
Here, we drew a schematic of the stitching steps of Q suture for your convenience.
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