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	Protocol Step
	Comment
	Requested Change (highlight in bold)

	Example
	1.1
	Step says “Centrifuge lysate at 2,000 x g.”
	Please correct to “Centrifuge lysate at 4,000 x g.”

	1.
	10.3 (page 3)
	“Alt”key (for PC)
	Please correct to “Alt”key (for Windows PC)

	2.
	Representative Results (page 4)
	In addition, the

aneurysms wer particularly extensive below the suprarenal aorta, highly reminiscent of advanced human aortic aneurysms.
	Please correct to
In addition, the

aneurysms are particularly extensive below the suprarenal aorta, highly reminiscent of advanced human aortic aneurysms.

	4.
	Figure 3 Figure Legend (page 5)
	(A’) High magnification image of ascending aorta from (A),

and (B’) high magnification image of abdominal aorta from (B).
	Please correct to
(a’) High magnification image of ascending aorta from (a),

and (b’) high magnification image of abdominal aorta from (b).

	5.
	Figure 6 Figure Legend (page 6)
	unpaired two-tailed Student’s t-test; for each timepoint,
	Please delete
unpaired two-tailed Student’s t-test; for each timepoint,

	6.
	References (Page 7)
	7. Chen, P.Y. et al. Smooth muscle cell reprogramming in aortic aneurysms. Cell Stem Cell. Accepted (2020).
	Please correct to
7. Chen, P.Y. et al. Smooth muscle cell reprogramming in aortic aneurysms. Cell Stem Cell. 26, 542-557 (2020).

	7.
	Figure 2 (page 4)
	I made this a two-column figure (18 cm width)
	Please enlarge this a two-column figure. If space is an issue, you can make Figure 1 a little bit smaller.

	8.
	Figure 3 (page 5)
	I made this a two-column figure (18 cm width)
	Please enlarge this a two-column figure

	9.
	Figure 5 (page 6)
	I made this a two-column figure (18 cm width)
	Please enlarge this a two-column figure. Moving Table 1 and Discussion section to page 7 can create more space.

	10.
	Figure 6 (page 6)
	I made this a two-column figure (18 cm width)
	Please enlarge this a two-column figure. Moving Table 1 and Discussion section to page 7 can create more space.

	11.
	Introduction (page 1)
	The animals are kept for 16 weeks on a high cholesterol, high fat diet (HCHFD)
	Please delete the comma in red color
The animals are kept for 16 weeks on a high cholesterol, high fat diet (HCHFD)
After correction, the sentence looks like

The animals are kept for 16 weeks on a high cholesterol high fat diet (HCHFD)

	12.
	Protocol 2 title (page 2)
	2. Mouse genotyping, tamoxifen induction, and high cholesterol/high fat diet
	Please delete the slash in red color and add a space between cholesterol and high and also add feeding after high fat diet
2. Mouse genotyping, tamoxifen induction, and high cholesterol/high fat diet feeding
After correction, the sentence looks like

2. Mouse genotyping, tamoxifen induction, and high cholesterol high fat diet feeding

	13.
	Figure 2 Figure Legend (page 4)
	fed for 4 months on a high cholesterol, high fat (HCHF) diet
	Please delete the comma in red color
fed for 4 months on a high cholesterol, high fat (HCHF) diet
After correction, the sentence looks like

fed for 4 months on a high cholesterol high fat (HCHF) diet

	14.
	Protocol 2.3 (page 2)
	on a HCHFD (40% kcal fat, 1.25% cholesterol, 0% cholic acid)
	Please correct to
on a HCHF diet (40% kcal fat, 1.25% cholesterol, 0% cholic acid)

	15.
	Introduction (page 1)
	The technique uses 8 weekold mice with a smooth muscle cell-specific TGFβR2 deletion
	Please add a dash between week and old
The technique uses 8 week-old mice with a smooth muscle cell-specific TGFβR2 deletion

	16.
	Protocol 1.1 (page 2)
	Breed mutant strains to the C57BL/6J background for more than six generations.
	Please correct to
Breed mutant strains to the C57BL/6J background for more than ten generations.

	17.
	Protocol 3 title (page 2)
	3. Reagent and dissection tool preparation
	Please correct to
3. Reagents and dissection tool preparation

	18.
	Acknowledgments
	Joint Biology Consortium Microgrant provided under NIH grant P30AR070253 (P.Y.C.),
	Please correct to
Joint Biology Consortium Microgrant provided under NIH grant P30AR070253 (P.-Y.C.),
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