We thank the editor for their thoughtful comments. We provided a point-by-point reply and made changes in the manuscript accordingly (in track).
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1. Title reworded to bring out clarity. Please check. 
The title was checked.
2. This part is not clear in the protocol and the results. Please include how the system was used to compare the depressed and non depressed rats. Please inlcude results for depressed rats for sucrose preference test.
We added a description to the protocol and results section that explains how data can be compared using the automated monitoring system
We have no unpublished results for depressed rats for SPT to include.
3. Both food and water are provided from the top? Please mark these in the figure to show how this is done. Also please mark the gates as well to bring out clarity, in both Figure 1 and 2. 
For better understanding this sentence was rephrased. We added descriptions to Figures 1 and 2. 
4. How the readings are taken after 24 h in this case? 
We added a description to the protocol that explains how data of a 24h interval is obtained.
5. How  do you check this? 
Do you let the preference level  for stressed rats reach to 1 as well? 
We added a description to the protocol that explains how the sucrose preference level is obtained and calculated.
6. How many rats were studied in this case? Are all data recorded automatically? How do you obtian data for each parameters presented in the result? 
Include the numbers here and in all the other results. If possible please comment why different numbers were used in each case.
Were these provided automatically? How did you obatin these results?
How did you study these? 
How did you get these results? 
More detailed information about how the results were obtained, the n, the usage of the automatic system was added to the results section.
7. Please include another column for stressed rats as well to show that indeed this system is able to assess anhedonia. 
We have no unpublished results for depressed rats for SPT to include.
8. Citation for this to show that this method induces stress.
An appropriate citation was added.
9. Please do not embed the table in the text. Please upload the table as .xlsx file individually to your editorial manger account and leave the legend here.  
The tables were uploaded as separate .xlsx files. 





 


