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Cover letter: A Murine Model of Brain Death Induction Using Intra-arterial Blood Pressure Monitoring and Ventilation via Tracheostomy

Dear Editor-in-Chief, 
Dear Aaron Berard, Ph.D.,

On behalf of my co-authors, I am submitting the enclosed manuscript for possible publication in Journal of Visualized Experiments. 

Solid organ transplantation remains the only cure for organ end-stage failure. With increasing success of modern transplant medicine, the desire for life-saving transplantation unmasks the lack of appropriate donors. Brain death donors are still the number one source of solid organs for transplantation. Unfortunately, this irreversible brain damage leads to a variety of pathophysiological changes with direct and indirect impact on graft quality and transplantation outcome.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this video publication we demonstrate the murine model of brain death induction to facilitate innovate brain death related transplantation research. Due to the superiority of the mouse as animal model in immunological research, this publication is of special value. This is reflected by recently high-impact publications utilizing the presented model.

We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. All of our listed authors participated meaningfully in the study and had seen and approved the final manuscript. There are no commercial affiliations or consultancies of one of our authors that might cause a conflict of interest with respect to the submitted data.

We thank you in advance for your time and kind consideration. 

Sincerely yours,
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Paul Ritschl
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