[bookmark: _GoBack]We thank the editors for their recommendations.  As suggested, we have reworded the passages that too closely resembled the wording in the referenced manuscripts.  We have also reworded the title as suggested; the new title is “Demonstrating a linear relationship between vascular endothelial growth factor and luteinizing hormone in kidney cortex extracts”. We explain below why we do not agree with Reviewer 1 about the need for Western blot data. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Editor’s Comment: As asked by reviewer 1, please include a western blot data to show that LH/VEGF and this linear relationship is observed in kidney cortex. This is important as authors emphasize on kidney cortex in the manuscript throughout.
[bookmark: _Hlk22891206][bookmark: _Hlk22892418]Response: In this study, we utilized commercially-available ELISA assay kits to demonstrate the LH/VEGF relationship in kidney cortical extracts. We did not perform any Western blots (and do not have experience with Western blot methodology). Compared to ELISA, western blots are more time consuming and requires experience to master, especially to achieve unambiguous results.  In addition, western blots require optimizing the experimental conditions (i.e. protein isolation, gel concentration, buffers, type of separation). On the other hand, ELISAs are highly sensitive, simple to perform assays with robust results 1. ELISA is “one of the best validated and most routinely used immunoassay” in protein quantification (such as performed in allergen research).1 ELISAs have almost completely replaced the former gold standard of protein quantitation-- the radioimmunoassay (RIAs). We certainly do not agree with the reviewer that “serious studies” utilize Western blots (and not ELISAs). Compared to ELISAs, Western blots are often regarded as more of a semi-quantitative test.  We do not feel that the lack of Western blot data detracts from our methodology. 
We have added the following to our discussion section:
In this study, we measured our analytes of interest (VEGF and LH) with commercially available, species-specific ELISAs. ELISAs are highly sensitive, simple to perform assays with robust results1. ELISA is “one of the best validated and most routinely used immunoassay” in protein quantification1. A critically important step in our protocol is the normalization of the (ELISA-measured) analyte levels by total protein.
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