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Dear Professor Singh,
please find enclosed our manuscript entitled "Isolation of Adult Human Dermal Fibroblasts from Abdominal Skin and Generation of Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells Using Non-Integrating Method" by Dr Belviso and colleagues, which we are submitting following your kind invitation.
Being aware of the broad interest iPSCs have been received lately, our manuscript describes a simple and effective method for the isolation of the human dermal fibroblasts, their propagation in vitro and their reprogramming by a non-integrating non-modified RNAs-based technology. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The protocol we describe has the main advantage of generating the first iPSC colonies in just 24 hours and with appropriate adjustments, iPSCs suitable for clinical applications might also be obtained.
The importance of finding the most appropriate protocol for iPSC generation is emphasized by the number of studies published so far and investigating on new technologies, factors and small molecules in order to improve reprogramming efficiency and quality of reprogrammed cells. 
We confirm that this manuscript in the present form has not been published elsewhere, although this protocol has already been used in a recent publication to generate iPSCs from dermal fibroblasts derived from different anatomic sites. Further, we confirm that this manuscript is not under consideration for publication by any other journal, that all authors read and approved the manuscript, including authorship and order of authorship, and agree with submission to JoVE. We confirm that our research meets the University Hospital Federico II ethical guidelines, including requiring and obtaining written informed consent of involved patients, and was conducted in conformity with the ethical principles outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki. The authors have no conflicts of interests to declare.
Hoping you are going to find our manuscript suitable for publication, we look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
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Clotilde Castaldo, MD, PhD
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