Editorial comments:

1. Please take this opportunity to thoroughly proofread the manuscript to ensure that there are no spelling or grammar issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer: We have further proofread the manuscript and checked the grammar issues.

2. Step 1.1: Please write this step in the imperative tense.

Answer: Done.

3. Please specify the use of vet ointment on eyes to prevent dryness while under anesthesia.

Answer: Done. This can be found in Protocol 2.1. 

4. Please specify that the animal is not left unattended until it has regained sufficient consciousness to maintain sternal recumbency.

Answer: Done. This can be found in 2.2.4.

5. Please specify that the animal that has undergone surgery is not returned to the company of other animals until fully recovered.

Answer: Done. This can be found in 2.2.4.

6. Please define all abbreviations before use, e.g., DMSO, PBS, etc.

Answer: Done.

7. Please revise the Discussion to explicitly cover the following in detail in 3-6 paragraphs with citations:
a) Critical steps within the protocol
b) Any modifications and troubleshooting of the technique
c) Any limitations of the technique
d) The significance with respect to existing methods
e) Any future applications of the technique
 
Answer: Please check paragraph 4-7 in the discussion part of the above information. 
