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July 15, 2019

Dear Dr. Myers:

I am pleased to submit our revised manuscript “Purkinje cell survival in organotypic cerebellar slice culture” by Jennifer Rakotomamonjy and Alicia Guemez-Gamboa, for publication in the Journal of Visualized Experiments.  

We appreciate the interest that the editor and reviewers have taken in our manuscript and the constructive criticism they have provided. We have addressed the major concerns of the reviewers. More specifically, we have added 3 figures to illustrate the protocol: the new figure 1 provides a flow-chart of the whole procedure from the dissection to the quantification step on ImageJ. It also provides a diagram showing the time course of the neuroprotective treatment. Figures 2 and 3 provide screenshots of the settings used during the quantification of Purkinje cells in ImageJ to help readers visualize this part of the protocol. We added a fourth paragraph to the manuscript entitled “Imaging and quantification of cell survival”, to add a detailed protocol of the image acquisition, and quantification steps. We also added higher magnification views of stained cerebellar slices to allow readers to clearly see individual Purkinje cells. 

We have included a point-by-point response to the reviewers in addition to making the changes described above. Changes to the text in the manuscript are in red font. 

We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by JoVE because this method is a powerful tool to model the development, as well neurological disorders, in the cerebellum. It can be extended to other parts of the central nervous system.  It is widely used in the neuroscience field as it can mimic in vivo conditions more closely than dissociated cell cultures.

This manuscript has not been published and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.  We have no conflicts of interest to disclose.  

Thank you for your consideration.
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Sincerely,
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