[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to Editorial Comments:

Thank you for your comments. Here is our point-by-point response. 

1. Please take this opportunity to thoroughly proofread the manuscript to ensure that there are no spelling or grammar issues.
DONE. 

2. Please revise the Introduction to include all of the following:   
a) A clear statement of the overall goal of this method 
DONE (see Paragraph 2 of Introduction)
 b) The rationale behind the development and/or use of this technique DONE (see Paragraph 2 of Introduction) 
DONE (see Paragraph 2 of Introduction)

c) The advantages over alternative techniques with applicable references to previous studies
DONE (see Paragraph 2 of Introduction)

d) A description of the context of the technique in the wider body of literature
DONE (see Paragraph 3 of Introduction)

e) Information to help readers to determine whether the method is appropriate for their application
DONE (see Paragraph 3 of Introduction)

3. Please avoid long notes (more than 4 lines).
DONE


4. Please use h, min, s for time units.
DONE

5. Step 2.1.8.1: Please ensure that all text is written in the imperative tense.
DONE
6. Step 4.2.1: Please ensure that all text is written in the imperative tense.
DONE

7. Please specify the use of vet ointment on eyes to prevent dryness while under anesthesia.
DONE (see steps 3.1.4 and 4.2.5)

8. Please specify that the animal is not left unattended until it has regained sufficient consciousness to maintain sternal recumbency.
DONE (see steps 3.2.5 and 4.4.1)

9. Please specify that the animal that has undergone surgery is not returned to the company of other animals until fully recovered.
DONE (see steps 3.2.5 and 4.4.1)

10. There is a 2.75 page limit for filmable content. Please highlight 2.75 pages or less of the Protocol steps (including headings and spacing) in yellow that identifies the essential steps of the protocol for the video, i.e., the steps that should be visualized to tell the most cohesive story of the Protocol.
DONE

11. Please remove the titles and Figure Legends from the uploaded figures. The information provided in the Figure Legends after the Representative Results is sufficient.
DONE

12. Please sort the items in alphabetical order according to the name of material/equipment.
DONE

