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Francesca Stillitano, PhD                                                             
Dr. Stillitano is an Assistant Professor at the Cardiovascular Research Center (CVRC), Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai (ISMMS), New York, NY.
Dr. Stillitano received her bachelor’s degree in Biological Science and her Ph.D. in Pharmacology and Toxicology from the University of Florence, Italy. She conducted her Ph.D. studies at the laboratory of cardiac electrophysiology and molecular biology, department of pharmacology, University of Florence, Italy. Throughout these studies, she acquired an extensive experience in cardiovascular biology focusing on the molecular basis of cardiac arrhythmias and pathological cardiac remodeling. In 2011 Dr. Stillitano joind the CVRC, at ISMMS, and became a leading researcher responsible for conducting stem cells research. She set up the necessary infrastructure to routinely produce human induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) from patients with various cardiovascular diseases. Dr. Stillitano’s lab currently focuses on generating high-quality iPSC-derived cardiomyocytes to investigate the pathogenesis of cardiovascular diseases and evaluate cardiac toxicity and effectiveness of drugs. Dr. Stillitano was awarded several research grants including: the KL2 Scholars Award for Clinical and Translational Research Career Development from the Institutes for Translational Sciences at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai; the Scientist Development Grant and the Transformational Project Award from the American Heart Association (AHA). 
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