[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Dr. Cao,
Thank you for yours and the reviewer’s commentary on our manuscript. The feedback received has helped to improve this manuscript greatly. We believe that a video of our surgical protocol would be well received by your readership, not only in the field of descending thoracic aortic aneurysm research, but any lab looking for a guide to safe entry into the murine chest. Thank you to you and the reviewers for taking the time to so carefully read our manuscript. We look forward to answering any future questions. 
We have modified the body of the text to reflect the reviewer’s commentary. We have also added a new Figure 2, which shows a high-resolution image of a typical aneurysm, and an example of how the dilation is measured using video micrometry. Nicholas Pope has been added as a coauthor, as he has been instrumental in the development of the TAA model, and helped us with these revisions. 
Sincerely,

Zachary Tyerman MD (first author) and Morgan Salmon PhD MBA (senior author) 

