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Peter Burkhard is CEO of the company Alpha-O Peptides AG in Riehen, Switzerland. He received his PhD from the University of Basel, Switzerland.
Dr. Burkhard is a classical structural biologist, who is focusing on the design and development of Self-Assembling Protein Nanoparticles (SAPNs) for biomedical applications with a focus on vaccine design. As the inventor of the SAPNs he aims at engineering SAPN-based vaccines for the prevention of infectious diseases such as malaria, influenza, HIV and many more - or vaccines the treatment of chronic diseases like Alzheimer’s disease or nicotine addiction. Currently, his laboratory is studying the structural, biophysical and immunological aspects SAPN-based vaccines. Among the questions he is trying to find answers to, there are:
1. What are the best SAPN-architectures for a particular epitope related to specific diseases to render them structurally and biophysically stable?
2. What are the optimal ways to incorporate immunostimulatory molecules into the SAPNs to improve their immunogenicity?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. What are the best protocols to obtain best yields of pure protein for the production of SAPN-based vaccines?

