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Dear Dr Bajaj,

We are thankful for your review of our manuscript (Sobhy et al. JoVE60045R1). 

Please make the correspondence to Samir M. Hamdan (samir.hamdan@kaust.edu.sa) and Mohamed A. Sobhy (mohamed.sobhy@kaust.edu.sa).

The editorial comments were addressed and a summary of the implemented changes is presented below:

1. Please expand all abbreviations during the first-time use.
This change was applied in the summary.

2. Abstract should be between 150- 300 words. Presently this is less.
     The abstract is now within limits and consists of 157 words

3. Protocol should not exceed 10 pages including headings and spacings. Presently it is more. Please combine some smaller steps and ensure that there are no more than 2-3 action per step. 
     The protocol now fits within the 10 pages limit. We made a separate table for the buffers. 
4. Highlight should not exceed 2.75 pages including headings and spacings. Also, if a step is highlighted the heading or the subheadings associated with it should also be highlighted. Also, the entire sentence should be highlighted. Presently the highlight is more than the acceptable limit. Please adjust. Maybe highlights from step 1 can be removed?
The highlighted text is now 2.75 pages. 

5. All notes will start from a new line. Please make this change throughout the manuscript.
     The change was applied throughout the manuscript.

6. What is the desirable length in your case?
     The desirable length is now mentioned “11 cm for the inlet and 25 cm for the outlet”.

7. This is commercial. We cannot have commercial terms in our manuscript. Please use generic terms instead. Please include all commercial terms in the table of materials instead.
     We now use the generic name “avidin” instead.

8. Expand please
     3,4-PCD was expanded to Protocatechuate 3,4-dioxygenase.

9. Include the step number here
     The statement was rephrased and we referred to the buffer composition in Table 3.

10. Refer to the table here.
      We referred to the oligos in Table 2.

11. Please consider moving all the buffer compositions to a table instead. This table can be uploaded as a .xlsx file in your editorial manager. Please do not embed the table in the manuscript. The table can be then referred wherever applicable.
We made Table 3 for the buffers used in the manuscript and referred to that table wherever applicable.

12. We cannot have commercial terms in the manuscript. Please use generic terms instead.
We used the generic name “cation exchange column” instead of “MonoS”.
13. Please remove the white space. Please make the whole document as a continuous file. 
     The white space was removed.
14. Since there are so many buffers etc., I recommend putting the preparation step number as well wherever applicable throughout the manuscript. …. Imaging buffer (prepared in step…) Binding buffer (step…), etc
      We referred to Table 3 for the buffers used throughout the manuscript.

15. Notes cannot be filmed so highlight is removed. Please convert to imperative tense and make it an action step if this needs filming.
      We only included steps without notes now.

16. What is the desired concentration in this case? 
     We listed the used concentrations “1, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, 75 & 100 nM”.

17. Please include these codes as supplemental file and refer it here.
The statements were rephrased to remove confusion. These are command lines to execute codes in Twotones which is an open source software. 

18. Please explain what these are in the discussion section. Alternatively, provide references.
     We provided the references. 

19. Please combine table 1 and table 2 together. We cannot have two materials table.
     Materials were combined in one table and arranged in alphabetic order.

20. Please make this a separate table and refer it in the text. Please include the legend here in the legend section.
     We placed the table for the oligos in a separate excel file and referred to it in the text.

21. Please consider making a separate table for the compositions of the buffer used and place the legend here. The table can be referred wherever applicable.
We made a table for the buffers in a separate excel file and referred to it whenever applicable.

22. 38, 39 can be moved to the materials table instead.
References 38,39 were moved to the Materials table.

23. Please ensure that the references appear as the following: [Lastname, F.I., LastName, F.I., LastName, F.I. Article Title. Source. Volume (Issue), FirstPage – LastPage  (YEAR).] For more than 6 authors, list only the first author then et al.
     The references were formatted as requested.

24. [bookmark: _Hlk511386712]The Figure must be cited appropriately in the Figure Legend, i.e. “This figure has been modified from [citation].”
The statement “This figure has been modified from reference 30.” was added to the legends of each of the figures 2 to 6. 


Yours sincerely,
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Samir M Hamdan
Associate Dean of Division of Biological and Environmental Sciences and Engineering
Associate Professor of Bioscience 
Principal Investigator of the Laboratory of DNA Replication and Recombination
4700 King Abdullah University of Science and Technology
Thuwal 23955-6900, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Office: +966 2 808-2384    Cell: + 966 544700031     Email: samir.hamdan@kaust.edu.sa
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