Dear Dr. Xiaoyan Cao,

Thank you for the time and attention to our manuscript submitted for publication to JoVE. We have revised our manuscript taking into account all the editorial and reviewers’ comments. The changes are highlighted in blue within the manuscript and we are describing below how we have addressed each point. 
Again, we thank you for the opportunity to revise our manuscript and hope the revised version will meet the requirements of academic publishing in JoVE.

Sincerely, 
Isabelle Régner






Editorial comments

1. Please take this opportunity to thoroughly proofread the manuscript to ensure that there are no spelling or grammar issues. The JoVE editor will not copy-edit your manuscript and any errors in the submitted revision may be present in the published version.
Several edits have been corrected. 

2. Please revise lines 35-36, 66-68, 125-127, 135-137, 145-147, 161-164, 196-198, 212-215, 220-224, 256-262, and 271-273 to avoid previously published text.
Previously published sentences have been replaced.

3. Lines 148-149: Please continue the numbering (i.e., 2 followed by 2.1, followed by 2.1.1, etc.).
It is now numbered accordingly.

4. Please revise the Protocol to contain only action items that direct the reader to do something (e.g., “Do this,” “Ensure that,” etc.). The actions should be described in the imperative tense in complete sentences wherever possible. Avoid usage of phrases such as “could be,” “should be,” and “would be” throughout the Protocol. Any text that cannot be written in the imperative tense may be added as a “NOTE.”
We rephrased the protocol and only use action items described in the imperative tense.

5. Please organize the sections/steps properly so that the protocol can be followed in chronological order.
Protocol is now organized so that it can be followed in a chronological order. In particular, sections 1.2 and 1.3 and section 2.2 and 2.3 have been modified.

6. Please add more details to your protocol steps. There should be enough detail in each step to supplement the actions seen in the video so that viewers can easily replicate the protocol. Please ensure you answer the “how” question, i.e., how is the step performed? Alternatively, add references to published material specifying how to perform the protocol action. See examples below.
We detailed the Reading span test protocol (section 1.3) and referred to published material for both MMSE and MoCA tests (section 2.3).

7. Lines 129-147: Please describe how the memory test is actually performed.
We detailed the Reading span test protocol (section 1.3).

8. Lines 176-182: Please describe how the MMSE and MoCA tests are actually done.
We clearly referred to published material for both MMSE and MoCA tests. 

9. JoVE articles are focused on the methods and the protocol, thus the discussion should be similarly focused. Please revise the Discussion to explicitly cover the following in detail in 3-6 paragraphs with citations:
a) Critical steps within the protocol
b) Any modifications and troubleshooting of the technique
c) Any limitations of the technique
d) The significance with respect to existing methods
e) Any future applications of the technique
All these points are now addressed in the discussion section. 

10. References: If there are six or more authors, list the first author and then “et al.”.
We corrected the references.

11. Table of Materials: Please include relevant supplies, reagents, equipment and software used, especially those mentioned in the Protocol. Please then sort the items in alphabetical order according to the name of material/equipment.
The table has been completed


*Reviewers' comments:*
*Reviewer #1: *
Manuscript Summary:
The submitted paper presents the previously published work of Mazerolle et al. (2012; 2017). It presents two studies in the area of age-based stereotype threat, which is a growing area of interest for social cognition and neuropsychology researchers. The age-based stereotype threat literature has demonstrated that age stereotypes can have detrimental effects on the memory and cognitive assessment of older adults. It is important for researchers to now look towards developing strategies for removing/reducing stereotype threat. With these, the optimal performance of older adults subject to cognitive screening can be facilitated so as to avoid unnecessary medical examination and unwarranted diagnoses of mild cognitive impairment.

In adapting their previous work for publication as a JoVE video, Mazerolle et al. have provided:

- appropriate title and abstract
- good rationale for their chosen strategies for reducing stereotype threat (i.e., not always able to de-emphasise the memory component of a task), and therefore justified for focussing on presenting tests as age-fair and educating older adults with regards to the effects of stereotype threat
- appropriate participant screening process and eligibility criteria provided
- appropriate experimental methods which are in line with other age-based stereotype threat papers
- clear procedure with all important steps included
- highly appropriate references from the stereotype threat literature

As such, the submission seems appropriate for publication as a JoVE video.

Major Concerns:
Nil.

Minor Concerns:
Minor issues with grammar and presentation to resolve at copy-editing stage.
The manuscript has been checked. 

*Reviewer #2: *
Manuscript Summary:
This manuscript provides suggested protocols for use when conducting cognitive testing with older adults to avoid the impact of negative age stereotypes on the performance of the older adult. This is an important area of research and is not often recognised by clinicians in the field as a potential confound on the results they obtain for their clients.

Major Concerns:
I have no major concerns related to this manuscript. It is succinctly presented and covers an important topic given the potential to misdiagnose older adults if their performance on cognitive testing is confounded by such elements as ageing stereotypes.

Minor Concerns:
In terms of replicability, the protocol could have included a little more detail as to the scripts used. However, I also recognise that this could vary across cultural, practice, and other factors.
We detailed test protocols for Reading Span tests, MMSE and MoCA.

*Reviewer #3:*
Manuscript Summary:
This is an important area of concern for researchers and clinicians alike who are carrying out cognitive tests. I think highlighting this methodology is important and the authors have two interesting papers to summarise. I have only minor concerns.

Major Concerns:
None

Minor Concerns:
1) It would be worth adding a limitation to discussion of this methodology being applied to the clinic which is that it has not been tested on people who are coming into a clinical setting with concerns about their memory. The educational intervention may not be sufficient in these cases to alleviate threat not caused by anxiety about conforming to a stereotype specifically but by self-perceptions of ageing or ability. It may be difficult to test this, although not impossible, but it should be mentioned that the wording of the educational intervention may need to differ depending on the group of patients.
This limitation is now added at the end of the discussion.
 
2) On that note, please include a full description of the information given as part of the educational intervention as this will be of importance for readers wanting to replicate this methodology.
The information given to participants is clearly included in the method (point 2.2.6).

3) The shading in Figure 3 and Figure 4 is not consistent. In one black is reduced-threat and in the other black is threat. If these graphs are being presented in the video the shading should be consistent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We reversed Figure 4’s shading to have a consistent shading between figures 3 and 4.

4) Figure 4 is difficult to read when split into two graphs. If these graphs are going to be used I recommend presentation on one graph like that in the original paper.
Results are now presented in one graph, and Figure 4’s legend has been updated. 

