February 27, 2019

Dear Dr. Jialan Zhang,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for inviting us to contribute an original research article entitled “Murine Appendectomy Model of Chronic Colitis Associated Colorectal Cancer by Precise Localization of Caecal Patch” for publication in the Journal of Visualized Experiments. This manuscript describes simple and safe surgical methods to establish a cost-effective murine appendectomy model which can be used for study of the biological functions of the appendix.

The human appendix has long been thought a useless organ, however recent advances have suggested that the appendix may play important roles in various diseases, such as colorectal cancer, inflammatory bowel disease and even Parkinson’s disease. In this protocol, we demonstrated facile surgical steps of removing the appendix (known as the caecal patch) in mice to generate a murine appendectomy model with chronic colitis-associated colorectal cancer. There is a significant level reduction of IgA specific plasma cells and fecal IgA concentration upon appendectomy in mice, suggesting immunological role of the appendix. The appendectomy model is further complicated with chemical (DSS/AOM) induced ulcer colitis and colorectal tumors, making this murine model useful in studying the appendix functions in intestinal chronic inflammation and colorectal tumorigenesis  

We believe that the generated murine appendectomy model of colitis associated colorectal cancer will be of great interest to readers in cancer research and medicine. We confirm that this manuscript has not been published and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.

We thank you and reviewers in advance for the kind consideration and valuable comments. 

Sincerely yours, 
Zhang, Rui Xue (Vicki), PhD, Professor
Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, China
First Affiliated Hospital, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, China

She, Junjun, Professor
First Affiliated Hospital, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, China
