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William E. Miller, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies
								Department of Molecular Genetics
March 28, 2019

Dr. Alisha DSouza
Senior Review Editor
JoVE

Dear Dr. DSouza,

We are resubmitting a revised version of manuscript JoVE59868 entitled “Isolation of salivary epithelial cells from human salivary glands for in vitro growth as salispheres or monolayers”. We have made all of the changes suggested by the editors and reviewers 

A detailed response to the Reviewers comments is appended below. Also, we include a marked up version of the manuscript in which all changes to the manuscript are tracked to facilitate review of changes made. Thank you for your willingness to consider the revised manuscript and we hope that our revised manuscript will now be acceptable for publication in JoVE.


Sincerely,
[image: signature2]



William E. Miller, Ph.D.
Professor
Department of Molecular Genetics






Response to Editorial Comments:

1. Please take this opportunity to thoroughly proofread……
We have thoroughly checked for grammatical and spelling errors.

2. Protocol Detail………
We have added detailed comments on media and culture conditions as suggested.

3. Protocol Highlights………
We have highlighted ~2.5 pages of the text to identify which steps should be visualized.

4. Discussion……
We have revised the discussion in several places to ensure that the discussion addresses each of the 5 points raised by the editor.

5. Figures….Add scale bars to the right panels…….
We have added scale bars to the right panels.

6. Commercial language…….
We have replaced all commercial sounding language with generic names that are not company specific.

7. Abbreviations……
All abbreviations have been defined 

8. If your tables and figure are not original……..
All tables and figures are original and have not been published previously.

Response to Comments from Peer-Reviewers

Reviewer #1.

Major Concern:
1. The only real issue that I can point out is that there's no confirmation about the identity of cells isolated…
In our recent publication in J. Virol, we have demonstrated that these cells are of epithelial origin and express amylase and other markers of salivary acinar epithelial cells. We have added a comment about these studies to the introduction (lines 92-93 of the marked up version) and also make specific reference to our published paper.  We have also modified the language in the summary to clarify this point.

Minor Concerns:
1. Line 132 - "2.5 Repeat steps 1.3 and 1.4 two-three more………
We have corrected this in the text to read steps 2.3 and 2.4 as suggested by the reviewer.

2. A little more discussion about what the functional assessment……
We have added a couple of sentences to the discussion adding language about our functional assessment as suggested by the reviewer. This discussion is in lines 336-340 of the marked up version.

Reviewer #2.

Major Concerns:
1. In several places the authors use the phrase "mostly epithelial……………”
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our recent publication in J. Virol, we have demonstrated that these cells are of epithelial origin and express amylase and other markers of salivary acinar epithelial cells. We have added a comment about these studies to the introduction (lines 92-93 of the marked up version) and also make specific reference to our published paper.  We have also modified the language in the summary to clarify this point.

2. In particular, since fibroblasts are highly permissive for CMV…………
We know that our cultures contain little to know fibroblast contamination as fibroblast tropic strains of HCMV fail to replicate in our salivary cultures. We have added this language in lines 336-338 of the marked up version of the manuscript.
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