Cover Letter


Dear Editor of the Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE),

We take the liberty of submitting the manuscript of a paper entitled “Functional and physiological methods of evaluating median nerve regeneration in the rat” for publication in the Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE). 
Arguably, using the median nerve (MN) of the rat, it is possible to adequately replicate peripheral nerve lesions in humans.1-3 In this paper we present a model of peripheral nerve lesion and repair in the rat. In particular, we demonstrate in a detailed fashion the steps required to produce and repair different types of MN lesions in the rat. Moreover, we illustrate the use of different settings adequate to simulate postoperative physiotherapy. Finally, we show how to evaluate functional recovery of this nerve using several tests.
We strongly believe that this model is particularly indicated to replicate the clinical scenario, facilitating extrapolation of results to the human species. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We base this description in our groups’ 15-year experience with the use of this model for both teaching and research purposes.1,4 To make this subject more perceptible to a wider audience, we have included an original professional-drawn diagram illustrating the relevant anatomy of the MN in the rat.
We believe this paper will undoubtedly be of great interest to the readers of JoVE, as the MN model has multiple advantages relatively to the most commonly used sciatic nerve model. 
We very much hope you decide to publish it!
If you have any doubts or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you so much for your kind time and attention.

Yours sincerely.

The authors
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