Dear Dr. Cao,

We thank you for your careful reading of the manuscript and helpful comments. We have made revisions according to your comments, as described below.

l.
Response to editor

1. Please note that the editor has formatted the manuscript to match the journal's style. Please retain the same. The updated manuscript is attached and please use this version to incorporate the changes that are requested.
We retained the same style as formatted by the editor to match the journal`s style.

2. Please address specific comments marked in the attached manuscript. Please turn on Track Changes to keep track of the changes you make to the manuscript.

We addressed all the comments proposed by the editor. The detailed response is listed as follows:

We rephrased the sentence “In contrast, corticogeniuclate synapses facilitate, consistent with their low release probability” (See line 38).  

We replaced Trinton X1000 with a more generic term (non-ionic surfactant) (see Line 245).  

We cited Figure 3 in the last paragraph of “representative results” section (see line 300 and 302).

We uploaded the copyright information in the Editorial Management account. 

We added the title of Figure 3 (see line 330).

We now cited Turner and Salt, 1998 (see line 335).

[bookmark: _GoBack]We rephrased the sentence “To prevent series resistance errors especially when…” (see line 362-365)

“In some slices, not both inputs to a given relay neuron can be detected because one of the two pathways is severed close to the relay neuron.” This means that we sever axons/inputs/pathways during slicing procedure. This cut is sometimes close to the cell of interest. We could replace severed with cut but that does not increase accuracy.

3. Please add more details to section 5 (particularly for reconstruction). There should be enough detail in each step to supplement the actions seen in the video so that viewers can easily replicate the protocol. Please ensure you answer the “how” question, i.e., how is the step performed? Alternatively, add references to published material specifying how to perform the protocol action.

Our idea was to not take a video of this part, because it would be rather boring (use of a confocal, reconstruction using Neurostudio). However, we could of course also film that. We added a more detailed information that should help perform these experiments.

4. References: Please do not abbreviate journal titles.

We now used the full journal name in the reference section. 


