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Dear Editor of Journal of Visualized Experiment (JoVE),  

We wish to submit a manuscript titled “Examining on-line syntactic processing of spoken complex sentences in Chinese using the dual-modal interference tasks” for considering to be published by Journal of Visualized Experiment (JoVE). I confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.

In this study, we present a dual-modal interference experimental paradigm to examine how working memory system is involved in complex syntactic processing. With this technique, a long-standing controversy regarding the processing difficulty asymmetry of a complex sentence, Chinese relative clause, was addressed.  This is an innovative method. Our major findings demonstrate that Chinese SRC or ORC did not show significant difference either with intra-sentential or extra-sentential interference conditions, which are different from the competing, mixed results regarding SRC/ORC advantage reported in previous studies, thus leading to the conjecture that the RC processing asymmetry consistently found in head-initial language like English does not exist in Chinese. This significant finding would help solve the heated debate between Chinese SRC and ORC processing advantage in the literature, and point out the necessity that future studies in exploring the processing metrics of sentence complexity should take the involvement of working memory into consideration.  
The present study falls within the purview of this journal, and should be of interest to readers in the areas of working memory, spoken sentence processing, spoken sentence comprehension, cognitive processes, and Chinese. What is novel about our work is that it is, to the best of our knowledge, the first research ever to have used the dual-modal interference technique to explore the online processing of spoken Chinese relative clauses.         
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at 2012tuyuan@gmail.com.
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Tuyuan Cheng  
