RESPONSE TO THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The editorial comments are all in-text. We found all the comments valid and useful in improving the clarity of the manuscript. In addition to making the stipulated edits, because most researchers would not have access to an imaging cytometer like we do, we took the opportunity to clarify the settings for the more widely available cytometer type (non-imaging), as necessary, in the protocol. We thank the editor for their effort; and we assure that we have addressed all their comments in the manuscript and have tracked our changes. Overall, we are happy with the changes and believe that the method that we have presented in this manuscript will be useful to and reproducible by the readers.

