


[bookmark: _Hlk523984496]To whom it may concern, 

Enclosed is our manuscript entitled “Determination of absolute/relative microRNA content and cellular transfer rate of native and microRNA-enriched lipoprotein particles” by Markus Axmann et al.
So far, it has not been shown that certain miRNA levels change during uremia progression. Previously published work focused on the importance of certain miRNAs in diseases and speculated how miRNAs are transported intercellularly. Vickers et al. showed that HDL particles deliver miRNA leading to receptor repression. In contrast to this finding, our data suggests that any relevant influence on the cellular mRNA profile due to an uptake of native miRNA-containing lipoproteins seems highly unlikely.
Here, a qPCR-based protocol is presented for determination of the native micro-RNA content (absolute/relative) of lipoprotein particles. In addition, a method for increasing the miRNA level, as well as a method for determining the cellular uptake rate of lipoprotein particles is demonstrated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We kindly ask you to consider the manuscript for publication. 

Sincerely 
Birgit Plochberger & Herbert Stangl
