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Dear Dr Upponi,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you very much for the opportunity to revise and re-submit our original research methods article entitled, “Processing of Bronchoalveolar Lavage (BAL) Fluid and Peripheral Blood Samples from ART-treated Chronically HIV-infected Individuals to Isolate Alveolar Macrophages and CD4+ T cells for Subsequent Immunophenotyping and HIV Reservoir Assessment.”  As you know, this methods paper is based on study  “HIV persistence in mucosal CD4+ T-cells within the lungs of adults receiving long-term suppressive antiretroviral therapy” as published in the journal AIDS (AIDS 2018 Oct 23;32(16):2279-2289).   We thank the reviewers for their helpful comments.  Each comment was addressed on a point-by-point basis and we are confident that these revisions have definitely improved the quality of the manuscript.
No writing assistance was provided in the preparation of the manuscript. This work has not been published elsewhere nor submitted for publication simultaneously.  All authors have reviewed and approved the final version of the revised manuscript.
In addition to the final manuscript being published in the journal AIDS, the preliminary results of this study were presented in part at both the International AIDS Society 2017 conference, Paris, and the Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections 2018, Boston, MA. 
We strongly believe our novel methods manuscript is suited to the scope and readership of  JoVE and we look forward to your response regarding our revised manuscript.

Sincerely yours,
Mohammad-Ali Jenabian DVM, PhD

Canada Research Chair in Immuno-Virology
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Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM)
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