Dear Editor,

Thanks for your email dated March 12, 2019 for our revised manuscript (Manuscript ID JoVE59410R1). We would like to express our gratitudes for your excellent work of rewording our manuscript and giving several valuable comments. 

We have revised the manuscript according to comments marked in the manuscript. 

We have also responded point by point to the comments as listed below. A revised version with the correction sections red marked was attached. 

If you have any questions, please contact us without hesitation. We hope that the revised version is acceptable for publication, and we look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely
Xiaofeng Yang

Department of Neurosurgery, First Affiliated Hospital, College of Medicine, Zhejiang University, 79 Qingchun Road, Hangzhou, 310003, Zhejiang Province, China.
Telephone: (86)-0571-87233409
Fax: (86)-0571-87233409
E-mail: zjcswk@zju.edu.cn





















[bookmark: _Hlk3194889]Replies to Editorial comments:

1. The editor has formatted the manuscript to match the journal's style. Please retain the same.

Reply：Thank you for such careful and meticulous revisions. We have seen the revised content, including the title and the short abstract, etc. It is indeed more concise than the previous version. Then, we have confirmed that the existing format was not changed during the entire revise process.

2. Please address specific comments marked in the manuscript.

Reply: All specific comments marked in the manuscript have been revised as required. Details were marked red in the manuscript. 

3. Please expand the protocol section to show how the caecum content was used for sequencing.

Reply：Thank you very much for your instructive comments. We have expanded the protocol section. We described how to extract DNA from the caecum content and how the DNA amplification was done. Then we briefly described the 16S-rDNA sequencing and the data analysis.

4. Once done, please proofread the manuscript for any grammar or spelling issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reply：Thank you for your suggestions. We reviewed the entire article again and corrected several grammar and spelling issues.
