
Dear Editor,
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Thank you for your feedback. We tried to take into account all your remarks and we made all the corrections requested.





Editorial comments:
Changes to be made by the author(s) regarding the manuscript:
1. Please take this opportunity to thoroughly proofread the manuscript to ensure that there are no spelling or grammar issues. Corrections made.

2. Please revise lines 22-24 and 33-35 to avoid previously published text.

3. Please provide an email address for each author. See the first page.

4. Keywords: Please provide at least 6 keywords or phrases. We added « musculocutaneous flap » and « perineal reconstruction ».

5. Please rephrase the Introduction to include a clear statement of the overall goal of this method. We added « The purpose of this surgical procedure is to provide patients and surgeons an easy and reliable solution to most of the complications that follow the abdominoperineal resection. »

6. Please include an ethics statement before the numbered protocol steps, indicating that the protocol follows the guidelines of your institution’s human research ethics committee. See protocol.

7. Please revise the protocol text to avoid the use of any personal pronouns (e.g., "we", "you", "our" etc.). See protocol.

8. Please revise the protocol to contain only action items that direct the reader to do something (e.g., “Do this,” “Ensure that,” etc.). The actions should be described in the imperative tense in complete sentences wherever possible. Avoid usage of phrases such as “could be,” “should be,” and “would be” throughout the Protocol. Any text that cannot be written in the imperative tense may be added as a “Note.” Please include all safety procedures and use of hoods, etc. However, notes should be used sparingly and actions should be described in the imperative tense wherever possible. Please move the discussion about the protocol to the Discussion. See protocol.

9. 2.1: Please describe how to measure the height and width of the perineal resection. See protocol.

10. Line 246: Table 1 is missing from current submission. Please upload Table 1 to your Editorial Manager account in the form of an .xls or .xlsx file. Each table must be accompanied by a title and a description after the Representative Results of the manuscript text. 

11. Please reference all figures in the manuscript.

12. Discussion: Please discuss critical steps within the procedure. See paragraph number two of the discussion.

13. Please ensure that the references appear as the following: [Lastname, F.I., LastName, F.I., LastName, F.I. Article Title. Source. Volume (Issue), FirstPage – LastPage (YEAR).] For more than 6 authors, list only the first author then et al. See the example below:
Bedford, C.D., Harris, R.N., Howd, R.A., Goff, D.A., Koolpe, G.A. Quaternary salts of 2-[(hydroxyimino)methyl]imidazole. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry. 32 (2), 493-503 (1998).

14. Table of Materials: Please revise to include all surgical instruments and sort the items in alphabetical order according to the name of material/equipment.

Table of Materials
· Adson tissue forceps
· Army-Navy retractors
· Electronic scalpel
· Gauze
· Hadson clamp
· Metzenbaum scissors
· Mono-filament 3-0 surgical suture
· Multi-filament coated 1.0 surgical suture
· Multi-filament coated 3-0 surgical suture
· Needle holder
· Straight Mayo scissors
· Surgical blade
· Surgical drain
· Surgical pen



Reviewers' comments:

Reviewer #1:

Manuscript Summary:
This paper seeks to address ongoing concerns regarding healing of the perineal wound in a cohort of patients undergoing APER, the majority of whom have had preoperative radiotherapy. The authors describe the use of a modified Taylor flap to fill the perineal defect in a reasonable large cohort of patients at a single institution. The technique of raising the flap is well described in this paper and the results in this cohort confirm the benefits of the flap. There are a number of points that I would make:

Major Concerns:

Minor Concerns:
1) In the long abstract the authors use the term scar dehiscence to describe an acute event - I would think this would more accurately be described as a wound dehiscence. Correction made.

2) In the protocol the term anterior sheet of the of the aponeurosis / aponeurotic sheet is used - the term should be sheath. Correction made.

3) At the end of the protocol, section 7.2, I am not sure what the term buoy refers to Floating round tube.

4) Throughout the paper the authors use the term eventration which is not a common term - I think that a more suitable term would be herniation. Correction made.


Reviewer #2:

As the authors write in this manuscript, perineal healing is a major issue for patients undergoing abdominoperineal resection and the healing is often difficult. A rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap which is described by Taylor in 1983 and which the authors call Taylor flap is known as a standard flap for perineal reconstruction. The title of this manuscript contained a word of 'modified Taylor flap', however, what is the modification to the Taylor flap is not written. If the authors have original methods or modifications, they should clarify these things. All mentions of « modified » Taylor flap have been removed.

In these days, it has been revealed that skin perforator vessels are essential for viability of skin portion of myocutaneous flaps. However, I cannot find mention about the perforators in the manuscript. See 4th paragraph of the introduction.

The authors write three phrases of modified Taylor flap, Taylor flap and Taylor modified flap for the myocutaneous flap they use for the reconstruction. There are some misspellings such as muslc and omblical side. All mentions of « modified » Taylor flap have been removed. Corrections have been made.
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