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Dear Editor:

Thank you for continuing to consider our manuscript for publication.  We thank you for your editorial comments, and have modified the manuscript to address the concerns as follows:

1. The editor has formatted the manuscript to match the journal's style. Please retain the same.
Thank you for your formatting corrections, we have maintained the style.

2. Please address all the specific comments marked in the manuscript.
We have addressed the comments in the manuscript, tracking the changes.  We have noted the changes by responding to each comment individually.

3. Please ensure that the protocol is made up of discrete action steps which direct the reader to do something. Please move all the materials used to the table of materials or make a separate table and upload as a .xlsx file. Please do not embed the table in the manuscript.
We have examined each step of the protocol to ensure each step is a direct action step.  All materials have been moved to the table of materials.

4. Please bring out clarity on how and in which step/s the ER Kit was used. For e.g, Use IE solution available from the kit. OR NOTE: all solutions, tubes etc are provided in the kit.
Thank you for this comment. We have updated the introduction to note that we used only the IE solution from the kit and adapted the included protocol.  In the protocol, we highlighted the IE buffer was from the ER Kit.

5. Please ensure that the protocol should be written in complete sentences as if directing someone how to perform your experiment in complete sentences.
We have examined each protocol step to ensure it is written in complete sentences, directing specific action by the reader.

6. Once done please ensure that the protocol highlight is no more than 2.75 pages including headings and spacings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following making the requested edits, the highlighted section is within the space limit at 2.25 pages.

7. Please upload a new figure 1 as this has some unwanted text on it.
We have uploaded a new figure 1 with the unwanted text removed.

Sincerely, 
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Rotonya M. Carr, M.D.
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