We thank the editor for its helpful comments, in response to which the manuscript has been greatly improved. Below, we address all concerns raised in detail and point-by-point.

Comments by the editor:

1. The editor has formatted the manuscript to match the journal's style. Please retain the same.
As requested by the editor, we have used the same journal's style.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Please address specific comments marked in the manuscript.
We addressed all the specific comments marked in the manuscript.

3. Please remove the redundancy in the protocol and use imperative tense throughout.
The manuscript has been corrected accordingly.

4. Once done, please ensure that the protocol length should not exceed more than 10 pages including headings and spacing and highlight should not be more than 2.75 pages including headings and spacing. The highlighted steps should form a cohesive narrative with a logical flow from one highlighted step to the next and should be in line with the title.
The protocol length does not exceed 8 pages and highlight does not exceed 2.75 pages.

5. Please proofread the manuscript well to ensure that there are no spelling or grammar issues.
As requested, we reviewed the manuscript and corrected the spelling and grammar issues.

