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Dear Dr. Myers,
We are submitting a novel manuscript titled “Direction Injection of a Lentiviral Vector Highlights Multiple Motor Pathways in the Rat Spinal Cord” for publication in the Journal of Visual Education.  In this manuscript we highlight a protocol demonstrating injection of viral vector into the rat spinal cord for uptake into select populations of neurons, and the use of a retrogradely transportable lentivirus to map lumbar circuits thought to participate in skilled and locomotor behaviors.   We also describe the advantages and challenges of working with this particular vector.  
All figures in this manuscript are unique and have not been published or under consideration for publication elsewhere.  All surgical procedures and animal maintenance complied with the NIH guideline regarding the care and use of experimental animals.  All protocols for animal treatment and care were approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Research Advisory Committee. I have also read and have abided by the statement of ethical standards for manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Visual Education.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  If I can be of further assistance please contact me by telephone (215) 926-9359 or email: george.smith@temple.edu.  
Sincerely,
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