[bookmark: _GoBack]RESPONSE TO THE REVIEWERS
We would like to thank the Reviewers for their valuable and constructive comments, which we have considered carefully. Please find a point-by-point response to the issues raised.
Editorial Comments:
1. 1.1: Please provide more details or a reference for placenta isolation here (if the latter, please do not highlight for filming).
The authors have provided a reference for removal of the placenta from the uterus. See lines 70-71.
2. 4/5: While this is a commercial kit, please provide a little more detail about the procedure here, in particular as it appears that the results largely come from these sections. Also, calculations are fine to have in the written protocol; they just shouldn’t be highlighted for filming.
The authors have provided the details in these sections and also removed the highlights from the calculations section (section 5) so that it will not be filmed. See lines 209-268

3. Figure 1: This would probably be better as a Table. I’ve provided a placeholder Figure (which will be disregarded when this is published) so that you can remove this Figure.
The authors have uploaded previous figure 1 as a table. It is now Table 2. 

4. Figure 1/Table 2: Please describe columns 1 and 2.
Columns 1 and 2 in these tables are now described in the new Table 1. These are the required control wells that are described in the manufacturer’s protocol. We have edited the legend for the new Table 1 (previously table 4) so that it described what is contained in columns 1 and 2 of the new Tables 2 and 3 (previously Figure 1/Table 2). See lines 289-295. Column 2 has been removed from Table 2.
5. Table 4 is not cited in the text. It is also a little confusing-how do the numbers at top correspond to the columns below? What are 7-12, more experimental wells?
Table 4 has now been cited in the text. It is now Table 1. See lines 211-212. 
The numbers at the top have now been removed. The numbers were showing the columns in a 96-well plate. 
See Table 1 
Columns 7-12 were more experimental wells, but have been removed. We have added a note in the text stating that the number of experimental well columns can be expanded to 10 when using a 96-well plate. The table of the plate assay layout now only includes the columns used in this particular experiment. 
See lines 212-215 and Table 1
